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WHY NOT A FOLK FESTIVAL IN THE ROSE 
FESTIVAL? 

The readjusting of the character of the Portland Rose 
Festival, offers an excellent opportunity for transforming it 
into a real folk festival for the Pacific Northwest. It would 
not thus be less a rose festival, for in the rose it has a most 
appropriate designating symbol — one exquisite in beauty and 
matchless for its distinctive fitness. This charming emblem 
would still serve to designate and to decorate, but in making 
it a folk festival it would become an occasion intent on 
suggesting through music and pageantry the inmost spirit, 
power and purpose of the people here. 

The festival would become an experience instead of a show. 
With increased depth and volume of meaning the festival would 
have perpetual youth and become a joy forever. 

In a folk festival the people of the Pacific Northwest obtain 
a new view of their past-making and their traditions. It would 
be a medium of culture for all. Out of its past alone can a 
people obtain an inspiration for genius and future greatness. 
On the past alone must the enduring achievements of a people 
be built. Vividly interpreted, that past becomes the vehicle to 
convey to the social mind and heart its working ideals. 

That a folk festival of the right kind is an indispensable 
factor in the making of a people is suggested by the fact that 
no great peoples have been without it, and those like the He- 
brews and Greeks, whose world contributions have been most 
illustrious, have had festivals most expressive of their peculiar 
national genius. And if we care to go farther back we find 
credited to the folk festival the origin of language, music and 
poetry — those cultural joy-inspiring powers and possessions 
that made the race human. 

Before Christianity there were the midwinter holidays ex- 
pressive of the joy of returning warmth and longer days ; and 
Easter, too, celebrating the fresh glow of life in grass and 
tree ; and Thanksgiving and Harvest Home, as a grateful rec- 
ognition of accumulated Winter store. Christianity could only 
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enrich the meaning with which these were already fraught. The 
heart of man of the Western races expresses his responsive 
glow in them. As a nation, we have our Lincoln and Wash- 
ington birthdays, our Memorial day and Fourth of July to 
appeal to the best in us. But in this Pacific Northwest there 
are traditions peculiar and environment that is unique. 

These antecedents and these resources entrusted to us in- 
volve rare advantages and responsibilities. A Pacific North- 
west folk festival would serve as a conscious, collective and 
joyful espousal of them. It is only as a community "gets onto 
itself" by "getting onto" what is significant in its past that it is 
able "to get onto its job." 

This Western land has been the scene of great improve- 
ments that have left their impress upon the character of its 
people and have given them their cue and inspiration and even 
here and now as great or greater movements are in progress. 

The folk festival in illuminating the past, in doing over 
before our eyes the things that inspire, would give us our 
bearings and the spirit with which to meet the issues of the 
present and future. Each dweller within our borders, having 
experienced such a festival occasion, would return to his little 
round of duty enlightened and sustained, with a clearer vision 
of the growing whole of which he is an integral factor. This 
consciousness would be as an inner well-spring of peace, con- 
tentment and joy, giving strength and purpose. 

Our history thus utilized would become vital, revealing our 
essential self as a community. The complex social process in 
which now we are dazed and confused would become visualized. 
We could each and all then find our ways and take the courses 
that lead to the up-building of the community. 

In a crude way the following illustrates some of the ma- 
terial from which the Northwest may draw for its folk festival : 

First — Did not this realm for centuries lie in the shadow 
of the unknown, as venturesome European mariners were 
moving all around it, peering wistfully for the water passage 
to the Orient? 
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Second — Was not this "Far West" held up as a prize few- 
some three centuries, and did not valiant representatives of 
Spain, France, Russia and England enter the lists for the 
winning of it only to be worsted by those hailing from the most 
youthful member in the family of nations? 

Third — Did we not have set up here a veritable feudal 
regime for the exploitation of its resources in fur-bearing ani- 
mals? 

Fourth — Of the pioneer era of Oregon too much cannot be 
made. The pioneer conditions of no other people have so 
much of the dramatic in them. Those annual incoming migra- 
tions at the end of a long Summer's trek across a continental 
waste always will be surcharged with interest. 

Fifth — The long decades, with the problem of remote and 
virtually inaccessible markets, were periods of blight and the 
relief afforded by the arrival of the transcontinental railways 
was most joyful. 

Sixth — There has been the unique in the development of 
our grazing, our grain and our fruit industries that challenges 
admiration. 

Seventh — Now our almost untouched forestry and power 
resources glitter in the eyes of the people of the Nation at large. 

Eighth — Our isolated and remote pioneer situation naturally 
selected the daring and resolute for our population. This dom- 
inant temperament of our people almost inevitably exhibited 
itself in venturesome social experiments with pure democracy, 
political equality and along all lines of social betterment legis- 
lation. 

The above listed epochs indicate poorly some of the inci- 
dents and situations that call for the work of the poetic im- 
agination for personification and dramatic setting. Annual 
folk festivals would become the grand medium for interpreting 
all and getting all into the consciousness of our people to equip 
them as masters of their destiny here. 

F. G. Young. 



